Local Community Theater Venues

The list of theaters in the West Chester Newcomers and Neighbors area is not comprehensive; it doesn'’t
include any of the wonderful professional theaters located in Philadelphia or Wilmington. The list does include
those playhouses that have professional staff and actors as well as those that are run by volunteers as
traditional “community theater,” and everything in-between.

Act Il Playhouse
https://act2.org/
56 E. Butler Ave.
Ambler, PA 19002

Casting local talent whenever possible, Act Il is an actors’ equity theater that states it is “committed

to theatrical programming that is both accessible and entertaining. Act Il is committed to creating and
producing original, classic, and contemporary plays, musicals, and cabarets (both comedic and musical) that
reflect the highest artistic standards, and presenting them in our intimate venue that draws audiences and
performers into a unique, vibrant and dynamic interaction.”

Barley Sheaf Players
https://www.barleysheaf.org/
810 N Whitford Rd, Lionville, PA 19353

The Barley Sheaf Players is a Community Theater in Lionville, Pennsylvania that offers year-round shows
and activities. They say, “We strive to promote and encourage dramatic arts in our region and to be recognized
within our region as an example of artistic achievement combined with a pervasive sense of community spirit.”

Colonial Playhouse
https://colonialplayhouse.net/
522 W Magnolia Ave.

Aldan, PA 19018

Since 1940, Colonial Playhouse has offered a “unique dramatic program, combining the best features of the
professional and amateur stage. Since that day, an unbroken schedule of plays has been presented to
audiences from all over Delaware County and the surrounding areas.”

Footlighters’ Theater
https://footlighterstheater.com/
58 Main Ave

Berwyn, Pennsylvania 19312

Housed in a former church, Footlighters Theater is a non-profit theater that has provided quality, affordable
entertainment to the Main Line for over 90 years! Footlighters is a traditional community theater, offering a
variety of shows for children and adults alike.

Fulton Theater
https://thefulton.org/
12 North Prince Street, Lancaster, PA 17603-1865

“From on-stage musical productions and experimental studio plays to workshops and apprenticeships, the
Fulton Theatre provides a space for Lancaster, and the surrounding areas, to experience the theatre. Large-
scale productions on the main stage gather a diverse community while one-hour musicals are performed to
bring families together. Today, under the leadership of Executive Artistic Producer Marc Robin, the Fulton
Theatre produces a mix of comedies, dramas and musicals, employing the talents of professional directors,
designers, actors and playwrights from across the country. The Fulton also offers classes for children, teens
and adults as well as numerous community engagement programs across the region.”
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Hedgerow Theater
hedgerowtheatre.org
64 Rose Valley Rd
Rose Valley, PA 19063

Hedgerow Theatre is a “resident repertory theater dedicated to providing cultural enrichment, engaging
entertainment, and training in theater arts and management.” Productions take place in a restored intimate
theater of 100 seats in a former grist mill.

Knauer Uptown! Performing Arts Center
https://luptownwestchester.org/

226 N. High Street

West Chester, PA 19380

Located in the Borough of West Chester, the Uptown! Center, housed in a former armory, presents music (from
classical to jazz to hip hop), dance, theater, films, and comedy, and also runs classes and summer arts camps.
The center has a traditional theater as well as a more intimate space. Its schedule of events includes
something almost every evening of the week!

Media Theater for the Performing Arts
https://www.mediatheatre.org/
104 E State St, Media, PA 19063

Producing 5 musicals a year, Media Theater brings together students, professionals, and theater lovers and
strives to be “recognized as a provider of quality musical theatre entertainment where new and classic works
are brought to life and as a leader in musical theatre education.” The theatre has garnered numerous
accolades including Broadway World, Barrymore, and Delaware County Daily Times readers poll awards.

People’s Light and Theater Company
https://www.peopleslight.orqg/

39 Conestoga Road

Malvern, PA 19355

People’s Light is a company of actors, designers and directors, and other theater professionals who bring
world-class productions to the stage; they also run classes and summer camps, and they often support new
playwrights.

SALT, PA

https://www.saltpa.com/

SALT has two locations:

Larger and more traditional stage:

1645 Art School Road

Chester Springs PA 19425

Smaller, more flexible and intimate environment
19 Hagerty Blvd

West Chester PA 19382

SALT provides live community theatre throughout the entire year, enriching workshops, dinner theatre,
professional performance opportunities for people from all walks of life, summer camp programming, and
community outreach. With excellence as the standard, SPA believes that the “community” is paramount in
community theater and strives to foster an all-inclusive atmosphere that promotes a positive and uplifting
experience for everyone.

Steel River Playhouse
https://lwww.steelriver-playhouse.org/
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245 E High Street
Pottstown, PA 19464

“In the wake of September 11, professional and community artists, educators, and area residents began
imagining how the performing arts would help heal and bring people together” — and Steel River Playhouse
was born. It is housed is a former department store, which “blends old and new. It features a flowing steel
mesh fagade, high-tech marquee, and engaging outdoor plaza leading to its funky, urban interior of original
hardwood floors, brick and cement walls, and raw wood joists, highlighted throughout by exposed I-beams
stamped with the iconic ‘Bethlehem Steel.”

Theater Horizon
https://theatrehorizon.org/
01 DeKalb Street
Norristown, PA 19401

Theatre Horizon presents “inspiring musicals, thought-provoking plays, and a series of limited engagements
and one-day events in collaboration with professional theatre artists and community members. We also
present four pillars of educational programming that have served over 11,500 students—Autism Drama
Program, Norristown Supplemental Theatre Education Partnerships (NSTEP), Summer Drama Camps, and
After School Drama Clubs—to teach theatre as a life skill.”

Community Choral Groups
(All text is taken from the website of the organization)

The Brandywine Singers is a non-profit choral ensemble based in West Chester, Pennsylvania under the
direction of Jonathan Kreamer. Established in 1993 by retired West Chester University professor Lois Williams,
the organization strives to facilitate greater access to quality choral programs, and provide an avenue for
young musicians to make the transition from student to professional musician. The ensemble regularly partners
with other music organizations, such as Tempesta di Mare Baroque Orchestra, The Chester County Pops, The
Brandywine Ballet, The Ocean City Pops, The Immaculata Symphony, and West Chester University to present
concerts of varied works.

https://www.thebrandywinesingers.org/

The Brandywine Valley Chorale was founded in June 2007 by a group of local area musicians, arts
supporters, and friends. The BVC was created to add the art and beauty of choral music to the fine arts
repertoire that is available in the Brandywine Valley region. Today, over 70 auditioned members strong, this
fine group of men and women perform semi-annually throughout the lovely Brandywine Valley, including
Unionville, West Chester, Kennett Square, and Wilmington. . . . The organization consists of individuals ages
18 and older who share a commitment to excellence, a passion for music, and a desire to serve their
community.

https://thebvc.org/

Chester County Choral Society is a non-profit community chorus of 90 auditioned singers, based in West
Chester, PA, with a “goal of presenting exceptional performances of diverse choral music from the great
classics to contemporary compositions.”

https://www.chescochoral.org/about-us.html

The West Chester Area Community Chorus is an all volunteer group of over 150 men and women from not
only West Chester, PA but many communities in Chester, Montgomery and Delaware counties, as well as
nearby Wilmington, DE. Our organization offers an opportunity for people to sing in a no-pressure chorus. We
ask that you enjoy singing and have fun but do not require auditions and therefore welcome singers of all voice
parts and skill levels.

https://www.westchesterchorus.org/
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Community Orchestras and Bands
(All text was taken directly from the individual organization websites.)

The Kennet Symphony was “established in 1940 and provides the musical landscape of a historic region
renowned for the arts. It is the only professional symphony orchestra in Chester County with Musicians from
Pennsylvania, Delaware, New York, Maryland, and New Jersey. We engage more than 5,000 members of our
community every season in an inclusive way.”

https://kennettsymphony.org/

The Chester County (PA) Concert Band, “founded in 1981, is a large community band (over 90 players)
consisting of musicians from Chester County and surrounding counties. . . . The Band performs regularly at
venues throughout the region, including Wilson Farm Park, Rose Tree Park, West Goshen Park, Rotary Park
of Cape May, NJ, Southeastern PA Veterans Center, Melmark, area retirement homes,, and other public and
private community events.”

https://www.cccband.org/

The Chester County Pops Orchestra (Chesco Pops) is a 65-member group that “performs Broadway, film
music and Americana twice annually throughout Chester County.”
https://chescopops.org

The Immaculata Symphony, a university-community organization, “is an outstanding musical organization
with a long and rich history. From the earliest days of the university’s founding in 1920, the department of
music has included among its performing groups an orchestra which, over the years, has grown steadily from a
fledgling group of chamber size to the large and highly respected symphonic ensembile it is today.”
https://immaculatasymphony.org/

West Chester Community Concert Band is “an all-volunteer Community Concert Band and have been
performing in and around the West Chester, Pennsylvania area since 1986. The band has earned a fine
reputation for performing a variety of audience pleasing music. Classics, jazz, marches, and contemporary
compositions and arrangements are all part of our growing repertoire. We perform Spring and Fall concerts in
conjunction with the Immaculata University Music Department, several holiday concerts in December, and
other shows throughout the summer in many area locations.”

https://www.wcband.org/

https://wcupabaa.com/community-band-information/ - This website, sponsored by the West Chester University
Bands Alumni Association, contains a listing by town of all the community instrumental groups in a given
location, with live links to each group’s website!
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